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(57) ABSTRACT

The physiological characteristics of the eye are particularly
well taken into account in a motor vehicle by selecting a
representation at a representation site from at least two types
of representations depending on whether the respective
representation site is located in a central field of view of the
vehicle operator or is located in a peripheral field of view of
the vehicle operator. Preferably, intensive colors and strong
color contrasts are selected in the central field of view of the
vehicle operator, whereas representations that change over
time are selected in the peripheral field of view.

2 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet
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1
METHOD FOR PROVIDING A
REPRESENTATION IN A MOTOR VEHICLE
DEPENDING ON A VIEWING DIRECTION
OF A VEHICLE OPERATOR

CROSS-REFERENCES TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the priority of German Patent
Application, Serial No. 10 2011 112 717.1, filed Sep. 7,
2011, pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 119(a)-(d), the content of which
is incorporated herein by reference in its entirety as if fully
set forth herein.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a method for providing a
representation in a motor vehicle at at least one representa-
tion site.

The following discussion of related art is provided to
assist the reader in understanding the advantages of the
invention, and is not to be construed as an admission that this
related art is prior art to this invention.

A representation site may be embodied as a display device
provided specifically for the representation, for example a
display screen or display, or a number of light emitting
diodes; however, the representation site may also be a
projection surface, with the windshield being particularly
suited for a so-called head-up display.

Head-up display located in the field of view of the
observer are known in the art. In addition, display systems
are known where the representation depends on whether the
observer looks onto the display system or looks completely
away from the display system.

However, a persistent problem is to better and particularly
quickly alert the vehicle operator to certain objects.

It would therefore be desirable and advantageous to
obviate prior art shortcomings and to provide an improved
approach for providing a representation which allows alert-
ing the vehicle operator to objects in the path of the motor
vehicle more quickly.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to one aspect of the present invention, a
method for providing a representation in a motor vehicle at
a representation site includes the steps of capturing a view-
ing direction of a vehicle operator, and selecting, depending
on the viewing direction, a representation from at least two
types of representations, with the type of the selected
representation depending on whether the at least one repre-
sentation site is located in a central field of view of the
vehicle operator or is located in a peripheral field of view of
the vehicle operator.

According to another aspect of the present invention, a
motor vehicle includes a first device capturing a viewing
direction of a vehicle operator, and a second device provid-
ing a representation in the motor vehicle at a representation
site. The second device selects the representation from two
types of representations, depending on whether the repre-
sentation site is located in a central field of view of the
vehicle operator (which can be derived from the captured
viewing direction) or is located in a peripheral field of view
of the vehicle operator (which can also be derived from the
captured viewing direction).

With the invention, the representation can be adapted to
the physiological characteristics of the human eye: the
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observer is particularly susceptive to certain colors in the
central field of view, which are therefore preferably used on
a larger scale when the representation site is located in the
central field of view than when the representation is located
in the peripheral field of view. In the peripheral field of view,
the observer is more adept to notice movements, so that a
representation that changes with time, for example with an
intensity that varies over a period of a time, optionally in
form of a wave extending over the display surface, is
preferably provided in the peripheral field of view of the
vehicle operator; time-variable representations include, for
example, jitter of a projected image, expansion and there-
after contraction of a projected image, and the like.

The selected types of representations can thus provide
excellent support for the vehicle operator, wherein the
operator notices as much as possible of the representation
and the object of the representation is particularly well
attained.

The method according to the invention may be used in
different contexts. According to an advantageous feature of
the present invention, the viewing direction of the vehicle
operator itself may determine the representation site of at
least one representation. In other words, the representation
moves with the field of view of the vehicle operator,
whereby the regions of the representation or partial repre-
sentations located in the central field of view of the vehicle
operator are displayed differently than the regions of the
representation or partial representations located in the
peripheral field of view.

According to another advantageous feature of the present
invention, the at least one representation site in the motor
vehicle may also be fixed in space. The type of representa-
tion at a representation site may then change, depending if
the vehicle operator is looking at that moment at the repre-
sentation site in the central field of view or in the peripheral
field of view. For example, a screen display may operate
with bold color contrasts as long as the vehicle operator has
the display in the central field of view, and may transition to
a representation that varies over time when the representa-
tion enters the peripheral field of view, and vice versa.

According to another advantageous feature of the present
invention, the representation site may be determined by an
object captured by the capture device of the motor vehicle
outside the motor vehicle, possibly also in cooperation with
the viewing direction. For example, when a pedestrian
crosses of the travel lane of the motor vehicle, the contour
of the pedestrian may be projected onto the windshield with
a head-up display, with the contour overlapping with the
pedestrian, meaning the real object, from the viewing direc-
tion of the vehicle operator. The contour may be indicated by
a jittery movement, as long as it is located in the peripheral
field of view of the vehicle operator, and may change to a
jitter-free movement when the pedestrian moves into the
central field of view of the vehicle operator. The latter may
occur when the vehicle operator turns towards the pedestrian
due to the jittery movement of the representation, or when
the pedestrian continues to move on and thus walks into the
central field of view of the vehicle operator; both these
situations may, of course, also occur together.

According to an advantageous feature of the present
invention, the motor vehicle according to the invention may
include a device for providing a representation, for example
a projector for providing a head-up display or a number of
light emitting diodes. The motor vehicle may further include
a device for capturing a viewing direction, for example a
camera, directed towards the head of the vehicle operator
and capable of capturing the viewing direction. If desired,
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the device capturing a viewing direction may also include a
plurality of partial devices, for example several cameras.
The device providing a representation selects the particular
representation from a representation site of two representa-
tion sites, depending on whether the respective representa-
tion site is located in a central field of view of the vehicle
operator or is located in a peripheral field of view of the
vehicle operator. A suitably constructed control device may
be arranged, for example by programming with suitable
software, in the device providing a representation (i.e., the
selection).

According to another advantageous feature of the present
invention, a capture device for capturing an object may be
arranged outside the motor vehicle, and a device providing
a representation is designed to determine (by suitable pro-
gramming of its control device) a respective representation
site based on an object captured by the capture device.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

Other features and advantages of the present invention
will be more readily apparent upon reading the following
description of currently preferred exemplified embodiments
of the invention with reference to the accompanying draw-
ing, in which the sole:

FIG. 1 shows a motor vehicle in which the method
according to the present invention is realized.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

These embodiment depicted in the FIGURE is to be
understood as illustrative of the invention and not as limiting
in any way. It should also be understood that the FIGURE
is not necessarily to scale and that the embodiment is
sometimes illustrated by graphic symbols, phantom lines,
diagrammatic representations and fragmentary views. In
certain instances, details which are not necessary for an
understanding of the present invention or which render other
details difficult to perceive may have been omitted.

Turning now to the drawing, there is shown in FIG. 1 a
motor vehicle indicated with the general reference symbol
10. The motor vehicle 10 includes at least one camera 12
which is directed toward the head 14 of the motor vehicle
operator 16 and hence capable of capturing the viewing
direction of the motor vehicle operator 16. Another camera
18 captures the surroundings outside the motor vehicle, for
example a pedestrian 20. A number of light emitting diodes
22 is provided in the motor vehicle which may be arranged,
for example, in pairs of two light emitting diodes, wherein
one light emitting diode emits red light and the other green
light. In addition, a head-up display 21, i.e. a representation
on the windshield 24 of the motor vehicle, may be provided
in the motor vehicle 10.

In the present embodiment, the motor vehicle operator 16
is to be alerted to the presence of the pedestrian 20 by a
representation. To this end, the viewing direction is continu-
ously captured with the camera 12, to determine whether the
pedestrian 20 is located in the central field of view 26 of the
vehicle operator 16 or in one of the two peripheral field of
views (lateral field of views) 28a and 284 adjacent to the
central field of view 26. As long as the pedestrian 20 is
located, for example, in the peripheral field of view, the light
emitting diodes 22 associated with the peripheral field of
view 285 may be illuminated, or a contour of the pedestrian
20 can be amplified with a wavy pattern, as indicated by the
arrow 30. The same applies for the peripheral field of view
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28a ; however, for example a circular motion 32 or a helical
motion of pixels on the windshield 24 may also be
employed.

When the pedestrian 20 enters the central field of view 26,
a contour 34 of the pedestrian is accentuated in color, for
example in red, whereas the region 36 outside contour is
indicated in a contrasting color, for example green. The
representation is displayed such that the vehicle operator 16
is still able to actually see the pedestrian 20 through the
windshield 24. The light emitting diodes 22 in the region
associated with the central region 26 may be continuously
illuminated green and red colors.

By designing a representation in the peripheral field of
view 28a , 28b of a vehicle operator 16 to be different from
a representation for the central field of view 26, consider-
ation can be given to the physiological characteristics of the
human eye: the eye is particularly well adapted to identify
movements in the peripheral field of views 28a , 286 , and
intensive colors and particularly strong color contrasts in the
central field of view.

While the invention has been illustrated and described in
connection with currently preferred embodiments shown
and described in detail, it is not intended to be limited to the
details shown since various modifications and structural
changes may be made without departing in any way from the
spirit and scope of the present invention. The embodiments
were chosen and described in order to explain the principles
of the invention and practical application to thereby enable
a person skilled in the art to best utilize the invention and
various embodiments with various modifications as are
suited to the particular use contemplated.

What is claimed as new and desired to be protected by
Letters Patent is set forth in the appended claims and
includes equivalents of the elements recited therein:

1. A method for providing a representation in a motor
vehicle at least one representation site, comprising the steps
of:

determining the at least one representation site based on

an object located outside the motor vehicle and cap-
tured by a capture device,

capturing a viewing direction of a vehicle operator, and

selecting, depending on the viewing direction, a repre-

sentation from at least two types of representations,
wherein the selected representation is represented by
using color contrasts when the at least one-representa-
tion site is located in a central field of view of the
vehicle operator and the selected representation is
represented by a temporal variation comprising jitter or
expansion and thereafter contraction of a projected
image of the selected representation when the at least
one-representation site is located in a peripheral field of
view of the vehicle operator.

2. A motor vehicle comprising

a first device capturing a viewing direction of a vehicle

operator, and

a second device providing a representation in the motor

vehicle at a representation site, and

a third device for capturing an object located outside the

motor vehicle, wherein the second device determines
the representation site based on the captured object,
wherein the second device is configured to select, depend-
ing on the viewing direction, a representation from two
types of representations, wherein the selected represen-
tation is represented by using color contrasts when the
representation site-is located in a central field of view
of the vehicle operator and the selected representation
is represented by a temporal variation comprising jitter
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or expansion and thereafter contraction of a projected
image of the selected representation when the repre-
sentation when the representation site-is located in a
peripheral field of view of the vehicle operator.
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